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This newsletter is named after our beloved water ducks who are frequently seen on our river and depend 

on the fish and clean water our Spokane River provides. 

 

 

 

A Word from the Spokane Riverkeeper 

  

 The previous months have seen significant  threats 

posed by the federal government to the  institutions 

and laws that keep us safe and  healthy, especially 

those protecting clean  water.  Specifically, the new 

administration is  in the  process of gutting the 

clean  water regulations  inside the 

Environmental  Protection Agency (EPA).The 

Spokane  Riverkeeper actively engages federal regulators to protect our local 

waters on behalf of our members.  Our litigation and negotiation with the EPA 

facilitated an unprecedented reform of our state water quality standards (see 

Permit article below) and our lawsuit challenging the EPA's approval of the 

flawed Hangman Creek clean up plan continues with a settlement in 

sight.  Many people ask us how they can help with these efforts to restore and 

protect clean water.  After all, this river is YOUR river.  We think the best way to 

get involved is to tell you local regulators that safe, healthy rivers and clean 
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water matters to you as a member of the public.  Many of the hurdles we face 

are political.  Pressure from the public persuades regulators to stand up and 

regulate - it is more effective than you might imagine.  So if you see pollution, 

report it to us (on our new website!) or to Ecology (329-3400), sign our petition 

for clean water, and call your legislator and tell them you value clean water and 

the regulatory frameworks that protect that water!  

 

 

New Spokane Riverkeeper Website 
 

Our new website is LIVE!  Head on over to spokaneriverkeeper.org and take a 

look!  The site highlights the beautiful scenery of the area coupled with 

messages that communicate our core beliefs and duties.  In addition to a new 

look, we’ve added a page on our “Clean Streams/Healthy Shores” campaign, 

which is aimed at cleaning our local waters by protecting our stream side 

(riparian) forests.  We will be adding more content in the fall, but for now, 

enjoy!  

 

 

https://www.spokaneriverkeeper.org/report-pollution/
https://www.spokaneriverkeeper.org/sign-a-petition/
https://www.spokaneriverkeeper.org/sign-a-petition/
http://spokaneriverkeeper.org/
http://spokaneriverkeeper.org/


 

Spokane Riverkeeper Membership   
 

Our members are a huge part of the Spokane Riverkeeper.  Our members 

provide financial support, help us speak out to elected officials, provide extra 

eyes to watch for pollution into the River. Members of the Spokane Riverkeeper 

receive benefits as well! 

 

Through May and June, we are offering discounted Spokane Riverkeeper 

Membership dues.  We will have our usual regular Sustainer membership due 

at $35 now only 20 through June.  If you are a student, you will receive a 

membership at $10.  

 

A membership – either annual, regular member or major donor, helps us protect 

the river by providing basic resources for our operations.  

 

As a member you will be entered into raffles for cool swag, receive our E-

newsletters, receive discounted tickets for next year’s Wild and Scenic Film 

Festival and/or other events.  Also, on occasion you may receive cool Spokane 

Riverkeeper Swag as it comes available. 

 

Instructions 

1. Go to the Donate Page (Red button on upper right hand page) 

2. Hit the “other” button and enter the amount of $10 if you’re a student or 

$20 if you are a regular member 

3. Continue to fill the rest of the fields out until complete! 

 

Water Quality Roundup 
 

We’ve had historic winter and spring river flows. The Spokane River reached 

the fourth highest flows in recorded history (topping out at 42,600 cfs!) and 

https://www.spokaneriverkeeper.org/river-data-2/


 

Hangman Creek was higher than it has been in 20 years.  We took advantage 

of these flows and partnered with Eastern Washington University to monitor 

phosphorous in Hangman Creek (teaser: we found A LOT of phosphorous), 

along with our routine water quality sampling.  Our results will be released soon, 

but until then, check out our latest water quality report card page 1, report card 

page 2. 

 

 

  

 

3rd Annual Wild and Scenic Film Festival Recap 
 

Thanks to the over 300 attendees who came to the 3rd Annual Wild and Scenic 

Film Festival (WSFF) at the Garland Theater, helping us raise over $6,000 for 

the Spokane Riverkeeper.  Additionally, we created a wonderful partnership 

with Eastern Washington University who had their own screening of the WSFF 

and Earth Fair.  Money raised in Spokane goes directly towards protecting the 

Spokane River.  We couldn’t have done it without the generous support of our 

partners and sponsors!  Thank you so much.  And if you missed it, we opened 

with a film about our very own Hangman Creek.     
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Earth Day Canoe Expedition Down Hangman Creek 

  
The Spokane Riverkeeper, along with the North Sound Baykeeper, and others 

floated Hangman Creek from Tensed, Idaho to Kentuck Trails Road in 

Washington, on Earth Day Weekend, 2017.  Along the way we encountered 

great beauty, incredible restoration efforts, and vast pollution problems. Read 

more... 

  

https://www.spokaneriverkeeper.org/riverjournal/2017/4/25/earth-day-journey-down-hangman-creek
https://www.spokaneriverkeeper.org/riverjournal/2017/4/25/earth-day-journey-down-hangman-creek


 

 

 

Riverside Litter Program Off to an Amazing Start 
 

Thank you to the over 200 volunteers who have removed over 2,400 pounds of 

trash from the banks of the Spokane River so far this year!  Our litter pickup 

program is going strong!  If you'd like to schedule a group to pick up litter on the 

banks of the river, give us a call at 509-464-7632, email 

(jschultz@cforjustice.org) or visit spokaneriverkeeper.org  

https://www.spokaneriverkeeper.org/volunteer
https://www.spokaneriverkeeper.org/volunteer


  

 

 

 

 

  

Protecting Our Shorelines to 

Ensure Clean Waters 
 

 

 



Our current campaign, Clean 

Streams, Healthy Shores, focuses on 

the need to protect and restore 

streamside vegetation to protect 

clean water.  Every stream needs 

streamside vegetation to intercept 

pollution and provide clean, clear and 

cool water.  Streamside vegetation 

provides a buffer between the stream 

or river and the surrounding land 

use.  If an area next to a creek is being farmed, the streamside vegetation 

intercepts pollution such as herbicides, pesticides and sediment runoff from that 

operation.  If there is no vegetation, the pollution runs freely into the 

waterway.  Vegetation is also necessary because it keeps the streams shaded 

and cool. 

 

In both the north and the south of our watershed, we have streams that lack this 

basic stream-side vegetation.  Creeks like Deadman Creek, Peone Creek, 

Hangman Creek and Rock Creek are all compromised. Hangman Creek 

annually contributes thousands of tons of sediment and other associated 

pollutants directly into the Spokane River, covering our prized redband Trout 

nests (called redds) and choking the fish.  The solution is clear- protecting and 

in many cases, restoring vegetation to the banks of all streams will clean up the 

dirty water that pollutes Hangman Creek and other waters in the area. 

 

Right now there is a need to hold polluters accountable for their 

actions.  Washington law allows the 

Washington Department of Ecology (WDOE) 

to issue notices of violations for activities 

that compromise clean water.  However, this 

effort has been parked at the highest levels 

of Washington state government.  Notice of 

violations have stalled out of political fear 



 

and retribution in the form of budget cuts.  And the biggest loser?  You the 

public. Remember you are entitled to clean water and healthy streams and 

rivers. 

 

Please sign our petition asking that the WDOE look into pollution problems and 

take action against violators.  If we deliver a thousand signatures to the Director 

of WDOE this summer, there is no way that she will be able to deny that the 

public values clean water, Hangman Creek and recognizes they are being 

cheated out of the clean, healthy water that they are entitled to. 

  

 

Delayed Discharge Permits and the New Water Quality 

Standard for PCBs  
 

Every organization or industry that dumps anything into your river, needs a 

permit to do so legally.  These permits are called NPDES permits from the 

Clean Water Act (CWA) term “National Pollution Elimination System”.  Pay 

attention to the term elimination… very important later in our story.  These 

permits run for a term of five years. 

https://www.spokaneriverkeeper.org/sign-a-petition/


 

Right now five major NPDES permit holders have permits that are outdated and 

on “Administrative Extension”.  Spokane County Waste Water Treatment Plant, 

the City of Spokane Waste Water treatment Plant (WWTP), the City of Liberty 

lake WWTTP, City of Spokane WWTTP and Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) 

System, Kaiser Aluminum and Inland Empire Paper Company.  All of these 

facilities are currently dumping pollutants like phosphorus, nitrogen, 

Polychlorinated biphenyl’s (PCBs), and many other ugly substances into the 

Spokane River under legal permit.  

 

However, the permits on these facilities are already out dated and should have 

expired in 2016.  Currently, the state has put a hold on issuing new NPDES 

permits with new, tighter limits (for PCBs, arsenic and mercury) because the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) just rejected the Washington State 

Water Quality Standards and put in place a new and improved limit that would 

mandate your river have no more than 7 parts per quadrillion (for PCBs) in the 

water column. Washington Waterkeepers and Spokane Riverkeeper were 

instrumental in facilitating the EPA promulgation of that, tough new water quality 

standard. Legal pressure we put on the agency ended up delivering. Meanwhile, 

the downstream Spokane Tribal standard is 1.3 PPQ.  This ensures safe fish to 

eat.  That is squeaky clean! 



 

Cities, industries and counties have challenged this EPA Water Quality rule and 

the new water quality standards.  Some permit holders have even said that they 

will not accept numerical limits for PCBs in their NPDES permits!  Ecology has 

now gone back to the drawing board and is huddling as to how to issue new 

permits that are acceptable to industry and other "stakeholders". 

 

Here at Spokane Riverkeeper we keep focusing on the original intent of the 

Clean Water Act - the total elimination of water pollution and discharge to our 

rivers.  That means that for us, ever- tighter numerical limits on the NPDES 

permits are essential when paired with cutting edge "Best Management 

Practices". Additionally, the NPDES permit program provides the regulatory 

backstop to ensure getting us to a cleaner river.  To that end we are engaged in 

multiple, complex dialogues around how to hold the line on federal and state 

law, and get the community to clean water in a practical and legal way. 

 

We understand and acknowledge that many of these industries have come a 

long way and worked very hard to clean up their discharges.  The City of 

Spokane has done a great job with their new CSO system, for example - 

removing millions of gallons of polluted sewage from entering the river every 

year.   We also understand that other sources like street runoff and consumer 

goods contain PCBs that end up in the system, and that dischargers cannot 

control these inputs to their facilities.  All of the dischargers are working on the 

Spokane River Regional Toxics Task Force (SRRTTF) to address these issues, 

and the SRRTTF has yielded interesting data and some promising 

results.  However, this does not relieve us of the need  for strong, regulatory 

mandates around pollution limits, and the continued forced march towards the 

total elimination of pollution from the ends of pipes into our waterways. 

 

We are currently working hard on the inside to affect the best possible solutions 

for the river and the public. 

 



 

Please stay tuned as we will ask you the public to get involved with this 

process in the coming months. 

 

Big Win for Clean Water over Coal and Rail Industry 
 

 

This year saw a major win over a true corporate bad-actor, and polluter in our 

region… Burlington Northern Santa Fe Rail Road. Waterkeepers Washington 

settled a landmark case with BNSF Railway over discharges of coal to 

waterways across the State of Washington. Puget Soundkeeper Alliance, 

Columbia Riverkeeper, Spokane Riverkeeper, North Sound Baykeeper are all 

represented in this case, along with Sierra Club, Earth Justice, Natural 

Resources Defense Council and Friends of the Columbia Gorge. 

 



 

An earlier district court ruling in this case affirmed that discharges from coal out 

of rail cars and into waterways constitutes a "point source" under the clean 

water act.  The Spokane Riverkeeper program had actively witnessed the 

dumping of some coal fragments into waterways like Hangman Creek.  Other 

Rivers, like the Columbia received much more.  Our settlement agreement can 

be summed up as follows: 

 $1 million to statewide restoration efforts to offset damage caused by 

pollution. 

 Clean up of significant accumulations of coal in and near waterways. 

 BNSF will pay for a study to verify the feasibility of coal car covers to 

prevent the discharge of coal from rail cars. 

 This case was made possible because our Waterkeepers were out in 

field collecting coal samples that had fallen into waterways. 

From here on it will be just that more difficult for the coal and rail industry to 

externalize the costs of transporting coal to Asia where it's combustion 

continues to ruin our water and our climate. 

 

Also, Save the Date! 

  
 

This fall we unveil our new and improved Spokane Riverkeeper Fall 

Fundraiser!  It will involve poetry, literature, photography, river scenery, and 

yes... dirty martinis!  Friday evening, October 6th, 2017.  More to follow.... 

 

 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Copyright © 2017 Spokane Riverkeeper, All rights reserved. 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list 
 

 

https://cforjustice.us1.list-manage.com/profile?u=4e8673d1180af1287e2b8f758&id=5ed33a8d81&e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://cforjustice.us1.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=4e8673d1180af1287e2b8f758&id=5ed33a8d81&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=e92fa3a8f7
http://cforjustice.org/riverkeeper/
https://www.facebook.com/SpokaneRiverkeeper
http://instagram.com/spokaneriverkeeper


 


